Glaucoma Research Society of Canada

2015 Annual Meeting Highlights
The Year in Review
The Glaucoma Research Society of Canada
(GRSC) held its 19th Annual General
Meeting on Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at
the CNIB Conference Centre in Toronto.
In his report to members, President James
Parks thanked the directors and staff for
their efforts during the past year and
introduced those present. He especially
thanked past board director Ruth Robertson
for her valuable input.

The GRSC’s participation
in the 2015
Scotiabank Toronto
Waterfront Marathon
raised $65,000 for research

James provided an overview of glaucoma
and noted that recent research developments were opening paths towards a cure
and possibly towards reversing glaucoma.
He stressed that start-up research funded
by donations was critical in identifying the
causes of, and finding a cure for, glaucoma.
He also noted the many options available
for giving.
James thanked members and donors for
their generosity which allowed the GRSC
in spring 2015 to award fifteen research
grants totalling nearly $260,000.

A family of participants: Corey, Jennifer,
Jonathan & Gabriel Shaffer

Thank You Volunteers

He highlighted the Society’s participation
in the Scotiabank Toronto Waterfront
Marathon which in 2014 raised over
$66,000 for research and he reminded
members about the 2015 Marathon.
James updated members on the
continuation of the Society under the
Canada Not-for-profit Corporations Act
and gave details on the streamlining of
the GRSC’s governance model.
He thanked volunteers and board director
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At the AGM, President James Parks thanked volunteers
Carolyn Cowan, Catherine Body, Judy Chasson &
(not shown in photo) Jake Eisen, Beverley Holtzman &
Ruth Shaffer
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Stuart Murray for their work on a new GRSC
brochure and asked volunteers to help
distribute the brochures to ophthalmologist
and optometrist offices.
He also thanked all those who made the
AGM possible including volunteers —
Katherine Body, Judy Chasson, Carolyn
Cowan, Jake Eisen, Beverley Holtzman and
Ruth Shaffer, and the CNIB and its staff for
making the facilities available, and Druxy’s,
especially George Crocker, for providing
the catering.
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Following the AGM’s business meeting,
James and board director Dr. Catherine Birt
presented Certificates of Appreciation to:









The Allergan International Foundation
Stuart Murray
Al Daymond
Gabriel Shaffer
Milla and Mendel Tenenbaum
Deighton Hutchinson
Penny Rubinoff
Carolyn Cowan

Dr. Yvonne Buys also received a Certificate
of Appreciation after giving the 5th annual
Albert Waxer Lecture. She then joined with
Dr. Rajiv Bindlish and Dr. Catherine Birt
(shown below) to answer questions about
glaucoma from members.

Martin Chasson
past President
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Highlighting the 2015 Annual General Meeting
was the 5th annual Albert Waxer Lecture:
Complementary and Alternative Medicine
for Glaucoma presented by Dr. Yvonne Buys,
Professor, Department of Ophthalmology and
Vision Sciences, University of Toronto and
Co-Director, Glaucoma Unit, University Health
Network.
In her lecture, Dr. Buys noted that complementary
and alternative therapies are a diverse group of
medical and health care systems, practices and
products that are not presently considered to be a
part of conventional medicine. She indicated that
in 2006, the Fraser Institute reported that one in
two Canadians used alternative therapies. While
patients had widespread access to alternative
therapies, information regarding their use in
medical conditions was generally incomplete and
often inaccurate.
Sam Holtzman, Board
Treasurer & Stuart Murray,
Board Director & Certificate
of Appreciation recipient

She presented a summary of alternative therapies
for glaucoma including the types and frequency of
use, the opinions of ophthalmologists regarding
these treatments and the available evidence of
their role in glaucoma.
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Carolyn Cowan
received a Certificate
of Appreciation for
her volunteer work

Dr. Mark Shaffer
GRSC Executive
Secretary

Award recipient Gabriel
Shaffer and Board Director
Beverley Holtzman

